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Overheads presented by Delaware 
Division of Fish & Wildlife Staff



Ridge Market Oysters
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Ridge Small Oysters
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Ridge Spat per Bushel
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Silver Bed Market Oysters
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Silver Bed Small Oysters
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Silver Bed Spat per Bushel



Lower Middle Market Oysters
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Lower Middle Small Oysters
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Over the Bar Market Oysters
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Over the Bar Small Oysters

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

1974 1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 2006

Year

Sm
al

ls
 p

er
 B

us
he

l



Drum Bed Market Oysters
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Drum Bed Small Oysters
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Total Oyster Biomass on the  Ridge
(M arkets + Smalls)

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

1977 1981 1985 1989 1993 1997 2001 2005
Year

A
ve

ra
ge

 #
 O

ys
te

rs
 p

er
 b

us
he

l
(M

ar
ke

ts
 +

 S
m

al
ls

)

Closure

Closure



S u r v e y  In d e x  O v e r  T im e
( M e a n  #  s m a l l  +  m a r k e t  /  b u s h e l )
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A v e r a g e  A n n u a l  M o r ta l i t y
( s m a l l s  +  m a r k e ts )

0

1 0

2 0

3 0

4 0

5 0

6 0

7 0

1 9 7 7 1 9 7 9 1 9 8 1 1 9 8 3 1 9 8 5 1 9 8 7 1 9 8 9 1 9 9 1 1 9 9 3 1 9 9 5 1 9 9 7 1 9 9 9 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 5

Y e a r

Pe
rc

en
t M

or
ta

lity

M o r t a lit y A v g .  1 9 7 7 - 9 0 A v g .  1 9 9 1 - 2 0 0 6



Percentage of oysters greater than 
or equal to 2.75” and 3”
Bed % > 2.75” % > 3” 

Silver Bed 55.33 48.82 
Over-the-Bar 61.86 55.37
Lower Middle 68.59 62.06 
Drum Bed 60.83 49.48 
Average 61.65 53.93

 

 

 

 



• 2007 quota is calculated from a nonlinear 
curve that describes the relationship 
between historical abundance (i.e. survey 
index) and harvest.

• 2007 predicted quota = 11,870 bushels



SEASON
May 7 - Jun 23

Sep 3 – Dec 30

2007 QUOTA
11,870 bushels



A n n u a l O y s t e r  Q u o t a  2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 7
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Pooled Average Number of Markets

(Upper C.I., Long-term Average (1977-2001), Lower C.I.)
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